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PRESS RELEASE
14th May, 2009.

Blacon Cycle Surgery – A huge success!
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A cycle surgery was held at Dee Point Centre in Blacon on Saturday 9th May and proved to be a huge success.  The surgery was set up by Cheshire West and Chester Council in partnership with NHS Community Care Western Cheshire and Blacon Community Trust.  The aim was to ensure that the people of Blacon have access to bikes that are in a road safe condition.
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During the day approximately 50 bikes were serviced, with typical repairs including simple adjustment of brakes and gears, fixing punctures or replacing inner tubes and adjustment of bikes to suit the rider.  Qualified cycle mechanics, provided by The Bike Factory and NHS Community Care Western Cheshire, were also on hand to advise members of the public how to carry out routine cycle maintenance themselves.  
One grateful parent commented “I can’t keep my son off his bike but I was always worried that it wasn’t safe, now at least I know that everything works.”
Dave Cotterell from NHS Community Care Western Cheshire commented “There are a number of excellent cycle shops within Chester that currently provide a good quality of service for supplying and servicing cycles.  However the basic cost for a cycle service is in the region of £30 to £40, plus parts, and this cost will be beyond many families living on low income or benefits.  Cycle surgeries like this bring the benefit of cycle maintenance to many families who otherwise could not afford it.  We hope it will encourage them to cycle more and reap the health-related benefits that go with it.”
It is hoped that another Cycle Surgery will take place in July as part of the Blacon Festival.

For more information please contact Dave Cotterell on 01244 385070 or by e-mail at dave.cotterell@wcheshirepct.nhs.uk
Or James Duckers on 01244 402273 or by e-mail at james.duckers@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
